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B-3089 - B-3100 1801-1850 
49-1 E. Montgomery St. (South side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The houses along the south side of the unit block of E. Montgomery St. 
include some of the earliest Federal style, two and a half story brick houses 
built in the area. 1, 3, and 9 E. Montgomery St. are all three bays wide and 
were built before 1805. The other two and a half story houses on the street 
are two bays wide and were built between 1809 and 1825. These include 
11 E. Montgomery St. and the pairs of houses at 5-7, 17-19, 25-27, and 29-31 
E. Montgomery St. 13 E. Montgomery St. is a three story, two bay wide gable-
roofed house built in the late 1840's, as was its neighbor, 15 E. Montgomery St., 
which, however, has since been remodeled and now has a shed roof and bracketed 
cornice. 21-23 E. Montgomery St. are three story, two bay wide "half houses" 
with front gable roofs and two story high rear additions. 33-35 E. Montgomery 
St. are unusual three and a half story, two bay wide brick houses with gable 
roofs and dormer windows that run the full length of the roof. The houses 
are the only survivors of an original group of five such houses built in 
the late 1840's between 33 and 41 E. Montgomery St. 47-49 E. Montgomery St. 
are three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed 
cornice which are either replacements or enlargements of the original two 
and a half story houses on the site. 
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This three story brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice seems to 
have replaced an original 2 1/2 story structure that was part of a group of such 
houses built along this side of Montgomery St. in the early 1800's. The house 
is two bays wide. 

The buildings is a full three stories in height, 17' wide, and extends back • 
on a', lot! 70' deep. V. It is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is 
capped by a cornice of Italianate design consisting of a deeply projecting crown 
molding supported by a row of carved modillions and a row of dentils. Three 
carved wooden brackets connect the cornice to a lower molding strip. The brick 
freize thereby formed is punctuated by two scroll-sawed ventilating panels. A 
double,hooded brick chimney rises along the western side of the building. 

All of the openings are surmounted by splayed brick lintels. The sills are 
stone. The window openings have 2/2 sash, probably original to the building. 
A modern flush door is surmounted by a single light transom. The house sits 
on a high basement, the entrance being reached by 4j stone steps. A square-shapt 
coal opening is located to the right of the steps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is significant as being representative of a fairly small group of 
large Victorian-style houses built in the Federal Hill area after the Civil War. 
The house replaced an earlier 2 1/2 story house which seems to have been built on 
the site before 1810. The house was the home of James Bruce, who bought the older 
house on this lot in 1839 and continued to live here until about 1860. His son, James 
A. Bruce, the superintendant of the Maryland Gas Works, is listed at this location 
in 1860 and it may have been he who enlarged or rebuilt the original house. The 
>lder James Bruce was an iron moulder. 

Baltimore City Directory, 1810, 1840, 1860 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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15 E. Montgomery Street 
Block 0905 Lots 008 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3095 15 E. Montgomery St. 

M.E.H. 4/79 

North elevation 


